Chapter 23 “Becoming a World Power 1880-1917”
Section 1 “The United States Continues to Expand”

Main Idea: The United States expands its interests in world affairs and acquired new territories.
Terms and Names: 


1. imperialism

2. William Seward

3. Queen Liliuokalani
Notes

I. What were the reasons for U.S. expansion?

A.  After expanding America to the west coast, many   

leaders felt that the U.S. should join the imperialist powers 
of Europe and establish colonies overseas.  Three factors 
fueled this idea:



1. economic interests-expansion would increase U.S. 


financial prosperity



2. military interests-expansion would increase U.S. 


power and control in the world



3. belief in cultural superiority-many Americans 



believed that their government, religion and race 



were better than those of other societies

II. What did Seward have to do with Alaska?

A.  William Seward, Secretary of State under Lincoln and 
Johnson, arranged the purchase of Alaska from Russia 

in 1867 for $7.2 million.

III. How was Hawaii annexed?

A. Prior to the mid 1800s, Hawaii was its own sovereign 
nation.  Its government was a monarchy.


1. In the early 1880s, Christian missionaries from the 


U.S. arrive in Hawaii to convert the native population




2. Within thirty years, the missionaries’ descendants 


had become wealthy, powerful sugar planters



3. Queen Liliuokalani wanted to limit the power of 


these wealthy sugar planters


4. At the same time, American trade laws turned to 


favor sugar grown exclusively in the U.S.



5. American planters in Hawaii were upset by this and 

staged a revolt to overthrow the Queen, set up their 


own government and request that Hawaii be annexed 


by the U.S in 1893.



B. American leaders had already understood the value of
Hawaii for its strategic military location (In 1887, the 
naval base Pearl Harbor was established.)  In 1898, during 
the Spanish-American War the U.S. annexed the islands.
Chapter 23 “Becoming a World Power 1880-1917”
Section 2 “The Spanish-American War”

Main Idea: Independence movements in Spanish colonies led to the Spanish –American War in 1898.
Terms and Names: 


1. yellow journalism


2. U.S.S. Maine

3. Spanish-American War

4. Rough Riders


5. Platt Amendment


6. Anti-Imperialist League


7. Luis Munoz Rivera

Notes
I. Why did the Cubans rebel against Spain?

A. By the end of the 1800s, inhabitants of the few 
remaining Spanish colonies were demanding their 
independence.  This included the Philippine Islands, 
Guam, Cuba 
and Puerto Rico.
II. Why did the United States go to war with Spain?

A. In January 1898, the U.S.S. Maine, which was in 
Havana’s harbor in order to protect Americans in Cuba, 
exploded killing 260 sailors.  Under pressure from the 
American people, President McKinley demanded that 
Spain give Cuba its independence and remove its military 
from the island.  Spain did not and the war began.
III. What was the outcome of the war in the Philippines?

A. The first major battle of the Spanish-American War 
was fought in Manila Bay in May 1898.  With the help of 
Filipino rebels, Commodore George Dewey destroyed the 
Spanish fleet in less than six hours.

IV. What was the outcome of the war in the Caribbean?

A. In June 1898, Rough Riders and other U.S. military set 
out to capture Santiago, Cuba.  Two days after the charge 
up San Juan Hill, Spain’s fleet was destroyed in Santiago 
Harbor.  July 17th, the city surrendered.

B. Later that month U.S. forces took Puerto Rico.

C. On August 12th, Spain signed a truce.

V. What were the results of the War?

A. U.S. takes the Philippine Islands and decides to keep it 
a colony. The Filipino people reacted by fighting 
unsuccessfully against American rule.

B. U.S. requires Cuba to attach the Platt Amendment to its 
constitution which allowed America to intervene in Cuban 
affairs.  Cuba also had to allow a U.S. naval base at 
Guantanamo Bay.

C. U.S. makes Puerto Rico a territory with little power to 
govern itself.

VI. What was the Anti-Imperialist League?

A. Americans disappointed with its actions following the 
Spanish-American War form the Anti-Imperialist League 
to hopefully insure the right of people to govern 
themselves. 
Chapter 23 “Becoming a World Power 1880-1917”
Section 3 “U.S. Involvement Overseas”

Main Idea: In the early 1900s, the United States expanded its involvement in Asia and Latin America.
Terms and Names: 


1. sphere of influence

2. Open Door Policy

3. Boxer Rebellion

4. Panama Canal


5. Roosevelt Corollary

Notes
I. What was the power we wanted in the Pacific?

A. After annexing the Philippine Islands, American 
supporters of imperialism looked forward to increasing 
their profits and spreading democracy throughout Asia.



1. economic interests in Asian markets


2. extend U.S democracy

II. Why was the United States in China?

A. By 1900 Japan along with the major European powers 
had expanded their spheres of influence in China.  Not 
wanting to be shut out of China’s vast economic 
opportunities, the U.S. asked for (and eventually got) an 
Open Door Policy in place. 

III. Why was the Panama Canal built and how was the land acquired?

A. As American interests in the Pacific increased, 
President Roosevelt recognized the need to connect the 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.


B. Columbia controlled the land that was needed for the 
U.S. to build this shortcut.  Because they would not allow 
the U.S. access to the land, President Roosevelt supported 
a revolution that resulted in the creation of the country 
Panama.  This new country gave America the permission 
to build the canal.
IV. How did they build the Canal?

A. Swampy conditions made it very difficult to build the 
canal.  It took ten years (1904-1914) and over 5000 
workers died from disease or accidents during its 
construction.  Total cost for the project was $352 million.
V. How was the U.S. involved in Latin America?

A. U.S. businesses began to realize there were great profits 
to be made in buying inexpensive food and raw materials 
from Latin American countries.  U.S. companies also 
bought large tracts of land for mining and farming.


B.  Because our economic interests grew in the region so 
did our political interests.
VI. Why were we policing the Hemisphere?

A. President Roosevelt makes it clear to the world that the 
U.S. would forever use military force against any country 
that threatened our interests.  The Roosevelt Corollary 
allowed the U.S. to “police” Latin America.  All 
three 
progressive presidents (Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson) used 
this policy to intervene in Latin American domestic affairs 
in order to secure American economic interests.
