Chapter 21 “Changes in American Life 1880-1914”
Section 1 “Cities Grow and Change”

Main Idea: Industrialization and immigration caused American cities to grow rapidly
Terms and Names: 


1. urbanization

2. tenement

3. slum

4. social gospel

5. Jane Addams

6. Hull House

7. political machine

8. Tammany Hall 

Notes

I. How did industrialization change cities?

A. The growth of cities was caused by the arrival of industry 
(factory jobs), good transportation and people


1. immigrants


2. former farmers
II. How did technology change city life?

A. New technologies helped cities absorb the millions of 
people who flocked there


1. skyscrapers-steel


2. elevators-electricity (Otis Elevator Co.)
III. What was the Streetcar City?

A. The primary mode of transportation within cities changed 
from walking to streetcar (trolley)


1. suburbs developed


2. cities expanded
IV. What were the urban disasters and slums?

A. Many dangers in the city because people and run-down 
buildings were packed closely together


1. natural disasters (e.g. San Francisco’s earthquake of 


1906)


2. diseases from unclean air and water


3. crime

B. A neighborhood with many tenements was called a slum

V. Which reformers attack urban problems and how did they do it?

A. Some Americans fought to change the problems of the 
slums 


1. social gospel movement, led by Christians, worked to 


abolish child labor

2. settlement houses offered services such as daycare, education and health care to the poor (Jane Addam’s Hull House in Chicago)
VI. What are political machines and how did they run cities?
A. Political machines were organizations that worked to influence votes in order to control a city or local government

1. negatives=dishonest elections, bribery and only 


supporters got jobs and food



2. positives=built parks, sewers, schools, orphanages and 


helped immigrants get settled
Chapter 21 “Changes in American Life 1880-1914”
 Section 2 “The New Immigrants”

Main Idea: Millions of immigrants-mostly from southern and eastern Europe-moved to the United States
Terms and Names: 


1. new immigrants


2. Ellis Island


3. Angel Island


4. melting pot 


5. assimilation


6. Chinese Exclusion Act
Notes

I. Who were the new immigrants?

A. Earlier immigrants primarily came from northern and 
western Europe, after 1890 they came from southern and 
eastern Europe


1. European immigrants passed through Ellis Island 


(New York) on the East coast 


2. Asian immigrants passed through Angel Island 


(San Francisco) on the West coast


3. Mexican immigrants entered the U.S. through Texas
II. How did the immigrants settle in America?

A. Immigrants settled where they could find jobs


1. most went to Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 



Pittsburgh, Chicago and San Francisco


2. many formed ethnic neighborhoods such as 


“Little Italy” and “Chinatown”


3. immigrants supported political machines

III. What tough jobs did immigrants take?

A. Immigrants took whatever jobs they could get


1. European immigrants worked in low paying, unsafe 


factory jobs
2. Asian immigrants worked on the railroads, mines, fish farm, restaurants and stores in addition to Hawaiian plantations


3. Mexican immigrants worked for growers and ranchers 


as well as in the AZ copper mines
IV. How did immigrants become Americans?

A. Immigrants became assimilated into American society 


1. they learned English and studied American citizenship


2. they also changed American society by contributing 


their native language, food and music 
V. What were the restrictions on immigration?

A. Many native-born Americans feared immigrants


1. Congress passed laws to restrict immigration into the 


U.S.



a. new immigrants taxed



b. beggars and ill people banned

c. Chinese Exclusion Act banned all Chinese      immigrants from the U.S. from 1882-1943
Chapter 21 “Changes in American Life 1880-1914”
Section 3 “Segregation and Discrimination”

Main Idea: Racial discrimination ran through American society in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Terms and Names: 


1. racial discrimination




2. Jim Crow






3. segregation






4. Plessy v Ferguson 

5. Booker T. Washington

6. W.E.B. DuBois

7. NAACP




8. Ida B. Wells
Notes

I. How did racism cause discrimination?

A. Racist attitudes held by whites against non-whites can be 
traced back to their belief that they were superior


1. Although these racist attitudes were directed at racial 


groups such as Asians, Native Americans and Latin 



Americans, they were primarily focused on people of 



African descent.
II. How did segregation expand?

A. Southern whites discriminate against blacks in an attempt 
to curb equality that blacks gained during Reconstruction


1. restricted voting by requiring reading tests and poll 


taxes


2. restricted freedom by enacted Jim Crow laws which 


kept blacks and whites separate
III. What was Plessy v. Ferguson and what was the outcome?

A. Homer Plessy sues railroad company in 1891 stating that 
“separate but equal” seating on the train violated his 14th 
Amendment right to “equal protection under the law.” 


1. Supreme Court ruled against him in 1896
IV. How did African Americans organize?

A. Booker T. Washington did not openly challenge 
segregation but believed African Americans could gain 
equality by learning a trade and advancing economically.  

He founded Tuskegee Institute

B. W.E.B. DuBois openly rejected segregation and founded 
the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People)
V. What was the violence in the South and North?

A. Ku Klux Klan used violence to keep African Americans 
from challenging segregation in the South
1. Ida B. Wells, an African-American journalist, begins an anti-lynching campaign in her newspaper

B. Northern whites also discriminate against African 
Americans and commit acts of violence
VI. How did people express racism in the West ?
A. Chinese experience job discrimination and violence (ex. Rock Springs, WY)
B. Mexicans and African Americans forced into peonage-forced labor. It was later outlawed as a violation of the 13th Amendment.
Chapter 21 “Changes in American Life 1880-1914”
Section 4 “Society and Mass Culture”

Main Idea: Industrialization and new technologies created a mass culture in the United States.

Terms and Names: 


1. mass culture





2. Joseph Pulitzer





3. William Randolph Hearst




4. department store

5. mail-order catalogue


6. leisure


7. vaudeville




8. ragtime

Notes

I. How did education and publishing grow?

A. Immigrants, who needed to learn English and citizenship, 
caused enormous growth in American schools


B. Growth in education increased literacy, which in turn 
caused publishing to expand (i.e. dime novels and 
newspapers)
II. What was modern advertising and what were the new products?

A. Advertising helped make certain brand names household 
words and introduced Americans to new inventions

B. New products could be purchased from department stores 
and mail-order catalogs
III. What were the urban parks and world’s fairs?
A. Leisure time activities arose for city dwellers such as parks, amusement parks and world’s fairs (Central Park and Coney Island were the most well known)
IV. What were the spectator sports?

A. During this time, spectator sports such as football, boxing 
and baseball became popular entertainment
V. What shows were people going to?

A. Other forms of entertainment also attracted large audiences


1. vaudeville shows


2. ragtime music



3.  silent movies (Nickelodeons)
