Chapter 20 “An Industrial Society 1860-1914”
Section 1 “The Growth of Industry”
Main Idea: The growth of industry during the years 1860-1914 transformed life in America.

Terms and Names: 


1. petroleum


2. patent


3. business cycle


4. Bessemer steel process


5. generator


6. Thomas Edison


7. Alexander Graham Bell


8. Centennial Exhibition 

Notes

I. Why did the Industrial Revolution Continue?

A. Growth of factories rises dramatically after the Civil War 
for several reasons:


1. plentiful natural resources


2. growing population



3. improved transportation



4. high immigration 



5. new inventions



6. investment capital



7. government assistance

II. What is the business cycle?

A. American industry did not grow at a steady rate; it went 
through good times and bad times



1. A “boom” is a time of increased consumer spending 


and investing



2. A “bust” is a time of decreased consumer spending and 


investing


III. Why was steel: “The Backbone of Industry”?

A. The steel industry spurred on the growth of other major 
industries 



1. Steel was expensive to make before Henry Bessemer 


invented a new way to process it; he used less coal 

2. Steel was used to make plows, barbed wire, building materials and railroad tracks

IV. Who was Edison and what did he do with electricity?

A. The electric-power industry grew because of the invention 
of the generator and inventors like Thomas Edison

1. In addition to developing a way to get electricity in to a building, Edison invented a light bulb that was practical for everyday use.  He had more patents (over 1000) than any other inventor
V. Who was Bell and what did he have to do with the telephone?
A. Alexander Graham Bell was a Scottish immigrant who taught deaf students.  He invented the telephone in 1876


B. He introduced his invention to the world at the Centennial 
Exhibition in Philadelphia that same year  

VI. What inventions changed industry?
A. The invention of the switchboard, motors, typewriter, sewing machine and other manufacturing improvements helped American industries grow
Chapter 20 “An Industrial Society 1860-1914”
Section 2 “Railroads Transform the Nation”

Main Idea: The railroads tied the nation together, sped industrial growth and changed U.S. life.

Terms and Names: 


1. transcontinental railroad


2. standard time

Notes

I. Who decided to span the continent and why?

A. A transcontinental railroad would encourage western 
settlement and develop the economy



1. Central Pacific-from Sacramento, CA eastward (1863)


2. Union Pacific-from Omaha, NE westward (1865)


3. The government lent them money and gave them land 


for the project

II. Who built the railroad and how?

A. Immigrants primarily built the railroads. 
1. Chinese in the West (Central Pacific) blasting through 
the Rocky Mountains
2. Irish in the East (Union Pacific) building over the frontier
III. How and when did the railroads tie the nation together?

A. On May 10, 1869 the two railroad lines were linked in 
Promontory, UT 
-the owners of the companies tried to hammer in a gold spike but missed
IV. What was railroad time? And how did it affect travel in the U.S.?

A. In order to set schedules, the railroad companies split the 
country into 4 time zones.  Congress adopted this in 1918.
V. How did the economy and society change?

A. Railroads changed modern American life


1. Linked the economies of the West and the East



2. Helped people settle the West



3. Weakened the Native American hold on the West



4. Gave people more control of the environment

Chapter 20 “An Industrial Society 1860-1914”
Section 3 “The Rise of Big Business”

Main Idea: Business leaders guided industrial expansion and created new ways of doing business.

Terms and Names: 


1. robber baron


2. corporation


3. John D. Rockefeller


4. Andrew Carnegie


5. monopoly


6. trust


7. philanthropist


8. Gilded Age

Notes

I. How did corporations grow?

A. Businesses sold stock (or parts of themselves) to investors



1. to raise cash



2. to borrow money from banks



3. to limit risk

II. Who founded the oil and steel industries? 

A. These industries were controlled by two people



1. John D. Rockefeller-oil (bought other refineries)



2. Andrew Carnegie-steel (bought companies related to 


the manufacturing of steel)

III. The Gilded Age


A. The wealth of a few masked society’s problems-corruption 
and poverty.
IV. The South Remains Agricultural


A. The South experienced very little industrial growth and 
great poverty compared to the rest of the country following 
the Civil War                   
Chapter 20 “An Industrial Society 1860-1914”
Section 4 “Workers Organize”

Main Idea: To increase their ability to bargain with management, workers formed labor unions. 
Terms and Names: 


1. sweatshop


2. Knights of Labor 


3. socialism


4. Haymarket affair


5. Pullman strike


6. Eugene V. Debs


7. Samuel Gompers


8. American Federation of Labor (AFL)
Notes

I. What were the hardships that workers faced?
A. In order to keep profits high, business owners ran companies as cheaply as possible, sometimes turning to sweatshops


1. workers had to bring their own tools and coal



2. no safety equipment



3. workers had long hours and low wages

II. What were the early unions?

A. Labor unions unite across the country to improve 
conditions for workers



1. Strikes against the railroads were the first attempt to 


protect workers’ rights (Knights of Labor)


2. The B&O railroad workers were the first to strike.
III. What were the union setbacks?

A. Business and government leaders fear unions



1. Clashes between strikers, “strikebreakers,” and police 


cause union membership to drop (ex. Haymarket Affair)
IV. What were the Homestead and Pullman Strikes?

A. Labor strike over lowered wages breaks out at steel mill in 

Homestead, PA; workers lose (Andrew Carnegie)

B. Labor strike over lowered wages at Pullman Palace Car Co. 
takes place disrupting railroad service across the U.S.; 

workers lose again (Eugene V. Debs put in jail)
V.  Who was Gompers?  What was the AFL?
A. Labor unions continue to fight; Samuel Gompers starts national organization of unions known as the AFL (American Federation of Labor).  Served as the president for 37 years.


1. Using strikes, boycotts, and negotiations the AFL wins 


shorter work hours and higher pay for workers

