Chapter 14 “A New Spirit of Change 1820-1860”
Section 1 “The Hopes of Immigrants”

Main Idea: In the mid-1800s, millions of Europeans came to the United States hoping to build a better life.

Terms and Names: 


1. emigrant

2. immigrant

3. steerage

4. push factor

5. pull factor

6. famine

7. prejudice


8. nativist

Notes

I. Why People Migrated
A. During the 1800s, immigrants flocked to the U.S. from Britain, Ireland, Germany, Sweden, Denmark and Norway.
1. “Push” factors are negative forces that make a person want to leave a country.  For example,



a. population growth



b. agricultural changes



c. crop failures




d. Industrial Revolution




e. religious and political turmoil

2. “Pull” factors are positive forces that make a person want to come to a country.  For example,




a. freedom



b. economic opportunity



c. abundant land

II. Scandinavians Seek Land
A. Poverty pushed Swedes out of Scandinavia. Cheap land and a familiar climate pulled them to the Western region of the U.S.  Most settled in Minnesota and Wisconsin and became farmers.
III. Germans Pursue Economic Opportunity
A. Germans, the largest immigrant group of the time, also settled in the West to farm.  Others achieved success as bakers, butchers, carpenters, printers, shoemakers, tailors and traveling salesmen.  

IV. The Irish Flee Hunger
A. A potato famine in 1845 caused 1 million people to die and between 1.5 and 2 million Irish to flee their country.  Many arrived in the U.S. uneducated and poor.  They settled in East coast major cities, surviving by doing low-paying, back-braking work.
V. U.S. Cities Face Overcrowding
A. Immigrants and native-born Americans arrive in the cities hoping to find a better life.  What they found was inadequate sewage, disease and crime.

VI. Some Americans Oppose Immigration
A. Some native-born Americans feared that immigrants would not learn to be “American” or would come to out-number Americans.  Nativists refused to hire immigrants and worked to stop them from holding political office.
Chapter 14 “A New Spirit of Change 1820-1860”
Section 3 “Reforming American Society”

Main Idea: In the mid-1800s, several reform movements worked to improve American education and society.

Terms and Names: 


1. revival


2. Second Great Awakening


3. temperance movement


4. labor union


5. strike


6. Horace Mann


7. Dorothea Dix

Notes

I. A Spirit of Revival

A. A renewal of religious faith in the 1800s awakened a spirit of reform amongst Americans.
II. Temperance Societies
A. Heavy drinking by men in the 1800s led churches, women and business owners to attempt to ban alcohol.  Although many states passed laws to make selling alcohol illegal, most of these same states later repealed this legislation.

III. Fighting for Workers’ Rights

A. Early labor unions formed to strike against noisy, boring and unsafe factory conditions.  Workers wanted shorter hours and higher wages.
IV. Improving Education
A. In the 1830s many Americans began to demand better schools.  By the 1850s, many Northern states had begun opening America’s first public schools.
V. Caring for the Needy
A. Reformers advocated to get fair and equal treatment for the imprisoned (specifically women and children), mentally ill, blind and deaf.

VI. Spreading Ideas through Print
A. Steam-driven printing presses lowered the prices of newspapers and magazines.  This allowed information and ideas about how Americans should live their lives to be spread more quickly and efficiently.
VII. Creating Ideal Communities
A. Instead of trying to reform or improve society some Americans decided to just start over.  These new utopian communities failed however due to financial problems, conflicts and declines in membership.
Chapter 14 “A New Spirit of Change 1820-1860”
Section 4 “Abolition and Women’s Rights”

Main Idea: The spread of democracy led to calls for freedom for slaves and more rights for women.

Terms and Names: 


1. abolition


2. Fredrick Douglass


3. Sojourner Truth


4. Underground Railroad


5. Harriet Tubman


6. Elizabeth Cady Stanton


7. Seneca Falls Convention


8. suffrage

Notes

I. Abolitionists Call for Ending Slavery

A. William Lloyd Garrison began a famous abolitionist newspaper called the Liberator.
B. Two sisters, Sarah and Angelina Grimke, from a southern plantation moved north to speak out against slavery.  

C. John Quincy Adams, a former U.S. President, defended a group of Africans who had rebelled on a slave ship and were demanding they be returned home.  He won the case which went before the Supreme Court.
II. Eyewitnesses to Slavery
A.  Fredrick Douglass, a former slave, spoke nationally and internationally against slavery.  He also wrote his autobiography after being accused of lying about his experiences as a slave.
B.  Sojourner Truth, also a former slave, spoke publicly against slavery.
III. The Underground Railroad
A. An escape route for runaway slaves to escape the South.  Stations on the “railroad” line included stables, attics and cellars.
B. Henry “Box” Brown escaped the South by hiding in a crate and shipping himself to Philadelphia.

IV. Harriet Tubman
A. The most famous “conductor” on the Underground Railroad.  She escaped slavery in 1849 and returned to the South 19 times to lead other enslaved African Americans to freedom. Pro-slavery whites in the South offered a $40,000 reward for her capture.

V. Women Reformers Face Barriers


A. Most people of the mid 1800s agreed that women should stay out of public life.  Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, American delegates to the World Anti-Slavery Convention held in London in 1840, were barred from speaking because they were women. This event caused them to take up the cause of women’s rights after they returned home.
VI. The Seneca Falls Convention

A.  Women’s rights convention held in Seneca Falls, NY in 1848.  Attendees wrote the Declaration of Resolution.  It stated that “…all men and women are created equal…” and listed resolutions concerning women’s rights, such as suffrage.
VII. Continued Calls for Women’s Rights


A. Susan B. Anthony organized the women’s movement into a national organization.  She argued for a woman’s right to control her own money and property. 
